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“Believing God is something else again. It is less a position 
than a journey, less a realization than a relationship. It doesn't 

leave you cold like believing the world is round. It stirs your 
blood like believing the world is a miracle. It affects who you 

are and what you do with your life like believing your house is 

on fire or somebody loves you.” 
- Frederick Buechner 
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THE COMMUNITY GATHERS… 

Opening and Welcome 
 

*Gathering Song 
“God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale” 

*Opening Prayer 
 

*Song of Praise 
Holy, holy, holy, 

My heart, my heart adores you 
My heart is glad to say the words, 

“You are holy, Lord.” 
 

Passing the Peace:  
“You are blessed by God, and you are a blessing from God.” 

God of the sparrow,  
God of the whale 
God of the swirling stars 
How does the creature say Awe 
How does the creature say Praise 
 
God of the earthquake,  
God of the storm 
God of the trumpet blast 
How does the creature cry Woe 
How does the creature cry Save 
 
God of the rainbow,  
God of the cross 
God of the empty grave 
How does the creature say Grace 
How does the creature say Thanks 

God of the hungry,  
God of the sick 
God of the prodigal 
How does the creature say Care 
How does the creature say Life 
 
God of the neighbor,  
God of the foe 
God of the pruning hook 
How does the creature say Love 
How does the creature say Peace 
 
God of the ages,  
God near at hand 
God of the loving heart 
How do your children say Joy 
How do your children say Home  



TO HEAR GOD’S WORD... 

For the Child in Us All 
 

Scripture Reading:  
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

John 14:1—14 
 

Sermon: 
“In God’s Hands” 

TO RESPOND IN FAITH... 

Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory Hymn 
“Christ Be My Leader” 

 
Christ be my leader by night as by day; 

safe through the darkness for he is the way. 
Gladly I follow, my future his care, 

darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 
 

Christ be my teacher in age as in youth, 
drifting or doubting, for he is the truth. 

Grant me to trust him, though shifting as sand, 
doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 
Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 
death cannot hold me, for he is the life. 

Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign.  



AND GO FORTH IN LOVE. 

*Closing Hymn 
“God Gives Us A Future” 

God gives us a future 
daring us to go 
into dreams and dangers 
on a path unknown. 
We will face tomorrow 
in the Spirit's power 
we will let God change us 
for new life starts now. 

We must leave behind us 
sins of yesterday 
for God's new beginning 
is a better way. 
Fear and doubt and habit 
must not hold us back: 
God gives hope, and insight 
and the strength we lack. 

Holy Spirit, teach us 
how to read the signs 
how to meet the challenge 
of our troubled times. 
Love us into action 
stir us into prayer 
till we choose God's life, and 
find our future there.  

 

*Words of Blessing 
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